
Obituary: 

Jorge Cervantes Castro 

April 27, 1938 - May 2, 2021, ISS/SIC Honorary Fellow 2009 

 

It is with deep sorrow that we mourn the passing of Doctor Jorge Cervantes Castro, of Mexico City on 
May 28th, 2021, at the age of 83 years. 
 
Professor Cervantes graduated from medical school at the National Mexican University (UNAM). 
After completing his studies in Mexico City he did his residency in General/vascular surgery at 
Georgetown University in Washington D.C. After completing his surgical training, he returned to 
Mexico City and established his practice at the American British Cowdray (ABC) Medical Center.   
 
From the beginning he showed his interest in academic activities. He was appointed as professor of 
surgery by the National University 1996 to 2011. He was on the editorial board of 7 medical journals. 
He was the author of over 200 papers and 52 book chapters. He wrote 4 surgical books, two of them 
on laparoscopic surgery. 
 
There weren´t many international meetings where his name wasn´t known. He always carried the 
name of Mexico and the ABC Medical Center with great pride and put the name of both very highly. 
Jorge was the best ambassador of surgery that any country could have asked for. He was a member 
of over 30 surgical societies, and was active in many of them, including the American College of 
Surgeons (ACS), and the International Federation of Societies of Endoscopic Surgeons (IFSES). He was 
president of the Mexican chapter of the Latin American Federation of Surgery (FELAC) and became 
an honorary fellow of FELAC as well. He was active in the International Society of Surgery (ISS/SIC) 
hosting one of the most successful International Surgical Week’s in Acapulco in 1997. He became also 
an honorary member of the ISS/SIC in 2009. In Mexico he was one of the founding members of the 
Mexican Society of General Surgery (AMCG).  He was the president of the Mexican Board of Surgery 
and was a member of the Mexican Academia of Surgery. 
 
Dr. Cervantes was a person who wasn´t able to stay still, to the point that even in his early 70s he 
decided to do a PhD in law because he could never learn enough. Then he wrote a book about it! 
 
Despite all his academic achievements, the thing that Jorge was proudest about was his family. He is 
survived by his wife, his one true love Lucero, who was always by his side. She was his inspiration and 
his organizer of the social agenda. As well his five children Jorge, Arturo, Ignacio, Pablo, and Lucero 
and many grandchildren and great grandchildren filled out many wonderful holiday photos.   
 
We´ll miss you my dear friend! 
Samuel Shuchleib MD FACS 
 


